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Rector’s Report
What a long time ago and what a different world January 2021 seems. Having celebrated Christmas
together in a limited way in person, we once again moved out of our church buildings and met online to
worship and to build one another up.
The new website performed admirably hosting our weekly YouTube services and a raft of resources. By
Ash Wednesday we were ready for a bit of variety, and we held our service on Zoom, live from the
Vicarage and then, also on Zoom, met as a Lent Group to work through the Good Book Company study
on the Passion.
These uses of technology were a real Godsend in the
lockdown, but it was wonderful to be back in our church
buildings for the celebration of hope and new life in Christ
at Easter even with many restrictions still in place.
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals all began to look a lot
more normal. We adjusted quickly and successfully to the
new marriage regulations that came into force in May
which was just as well as 2021 saw us very much in “catchup” mode as we sought to accommodate all those who had
been forced to postpone their weddings during the
pandemic lockdowns.
In May we also held our APCMs in person to meet the legal
requirements and the annual reports were all posted on
the website so that the benefice as a whole could become
more aware of what was going on in each individual parish.
Sadly, not every event that we would have hoped to restart
was able to go ahead whilst restrictions and uncertainty still
existed and although we were able to give thanks to God
for the harvest in our churches both Charwelton and
Preston Capes had to cancel their Harvest Suppers. It was
not all doom and gloom, however, as many activities did
take place where we were able to connect with our wider
communities such as a plant sale, coffee mornings, jazz and
drinks in the garden, a scarecrow festival and village quiz to
name but a few.
In the autumn we ran a Christianity Explored course at Badby which was open to all, providing an
opportunity to discover the Good News that Jesus is, in a relaxed and unpressurised environment. It is
hoped to run the course again in the future as well as the Hope Explored course, a shorter option which
leads into the Christianity Explored course.
Finally in October I was inducted as your Rector by Archdeacon Richard, something which (in normal
times) would have happened at my licensing, but which couldn’t as that had been via Zoom back in
2020. It was also special to be able to observe Remembrance Sunday in person this year which had not
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been possible the year before. Likewise, Advent and Christmas were much more opportunities to
rejoice together with one another in person with the only dampener being yours truly testing positive
for Covid-19 on Christmas Day morning and having to self-isolate rather than lead the celebrations.
As I close my report, let me take you back to the beginning. Back in January I met with the parish
treasurers and together we looked at how we could attempt to pay the Parish Share which is the
contribution that we need to make to Peterborough diocese. Instead of using formulae, I am pleased to
say that we exercised grace and humility as well as a spirit of openness and partnership as each
treasurer (with the approval of their PCC) decided how much each church could contribute. I am
pleased to report that I have been led to understand that as a result, we are the only group of churches
in the whole deanery who therefore managed to pay their parish share in full for 2021 and I think that
this is something that we should celebrate as a great example of the Benefice working together. A sign, I
hope, of much more to come

Secretary’s Report
Electoral Roll
The number on the Electoral Roll at the end of
December 2021 was 29 compared with 30 at
the end of 2020.

Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Parochial
Church Meeting

Ex Officio

Elected

Co-opted
PCC Meetings
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At the Annual Parish Meeting Judy Jordan and
Frances Williams were re-elected Church
Wardens. At the APCM Susan Rose was reelected Deanery Synod Representative and
Peter Wakeford and Chris Nelson re-elected
members of the PCC. The remaining PCC
vacancy was unfilled.
A full list of members serving at the year-end is
as follows:
The Reverend Malcolm Ingham Rector
(Chair)
Judy Jordan
Church Warden
Frances Williams
Church Warden
Susan Rose
Deanery Synod Rep.
Peter Wakeford
Lay Chair
Janet Cooper
Safeguarding Officer
Ruth McBeth
Minute Secretary
Christopher Nelson
Secretary
Christine Richards
Julianna Hall
(Co-opted September 28th)
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There were 7 PCC meetings in the year, 4 of which took place via Zoom. An average of 8 members
participated. Although most members probably favoured face to face meetings, Zoom certainly enabled
us to conduct our business very effectively. The main innovation was the establishment of the
Fundraising Group which, in the longer term (like the Maintenance & Assets Group), is intended to bring
on board non-PCC members to aid the cause. To date our only recruit is Jim McBeth but, as reported
later, he has already made a major contribution to our efforts.
Church Attendance
A resurgence of Covid meant that services

in Church were suspended from late
December 2020 until the end of March
2021. However, through the wonders of
You-Tube and Zoom we were able to hold
online services and enjoy the benefits of
repeats!
Normal service was happily restored in
time for Easter and the rest of the year
saw a further 33 Sunday services with an
average attendance (if festivals and
baptisms are excluded) of 15 people (50%
up on last year). This year we able to
resume holding a Harvest Festival as well
as a service of Remembrance and a Carol
Service. Attendances at each were encouraging, considering the inhibiting effect of Covid. The pandemic
nonetheless had the last word: a resurgence caused the cancellation of Christingle and Boxing Day
services and prevented us from celebrating Christmas Day in Church for the first time in living memory.
The lay-led Evening Service of the Word continued to prosper. Covid meant that the first 6 of its 12
meetings were by Zoom but there was minimal impact on participation with an average attendance of
11 (1 more than last year).
Finally, we should record that 5 baptisms took place in the year as well as 2 weddings and 2 funerals.
Other Activities and Thanks Due
The Fundraising Group made an encouraging start in its quest to reduce our dependence on the biennial
Badby Fayre. The Fayre has served us well but is relatively high risk so it was replaced this year by a
simplified version which will accompany the Scarecrow Festival annually. The result was very
satisfactory, and thanks are due to Jim McBeth and his helpers for their input. Jim also masterminded
this year’s other innovation – the Badby Church Monthly Draw which was fully established by the year
end. Among other fundraisers were
• A Soup Recipe Book (in lieu of Soup Lunches)
• Mother’s Day Posies (with help from our flower arrangers & The FloralBees)
• Teas in Church (on Open Gardens Sunday)
• A Quiz evening (with help Neville Snell & The Maltsters)
• Christmas Wreaths (with help from Graham White & Liz Hudson)
Both Tea & Meet and Church Coffee Mornings were obviously affected by the pandemic but, after an
interesting experiment with Zoom coffee, both were able to resume fully in mid-summer and provide a
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much-appreciated social focus. Cleaners and flower arrangers were similarly affected but picked up the
baton when needed and excelled themselves in providing a beautiful setting for our Harvest Festival.
The Link continued its valuable service throughout the year and celebrated its 30th birthday in May. Our
thanks are due to David Pound (who has been Editor for most of its life), to Geoff Pullin, our local
correspondent and all those that contribute and deal with the printing and distribution

Treasurer’s Report
In summary, 2021 was a very positive year for Badby Church financially:
•

At £9,588, planned giving (both direct and via the Parish Giving Scheme) showed a decrease
compared to the previous year, however it should be remembered that in 2020 we received a
one-off gift of £5,000. We also, sadly, lost a regular giver (through death) early in 2021.

•

Giving via the collection plate at services was considerably higher than the previous year, at
£3,320. The comparison is not entirely straightforward because there were no services for
several months during 2020 because of Covid, however both service attendance and service
giving have undoubtedly increased since Malcolm’s arrival.

•

The requested amount of parish share, i.e. £17,298, was paid in full. This was made possible by
a real step-up in fundraising, which made a total of £4,585.

•

Late in 2021 we received the wonderful news that the PCC had received a £50,000 legacy,
making it possible to give the go-ahead for the roof replacement project.

•

Excluding the legacy, there was a small surplus of £2,240 in the General Fund, and the Fabric
Fund more or less broke even after paying the annual maintenance and monitoring fee for the
roof alarm, electrical repairs and fire extinguisher servicing.

•

Including the legacy, the current account balance at year-end was £60,627. The Restoration
Account balance at year-end was £19,083.

Just before year-end, Geoff Pullin brought us the exciting news of the offer by the National Churches
Trust of a grant of £47,383 towards the roof
replacement project. Taking account of
other grant commitments and funds
available in the Restoration Account, and
assuming no significant increase in costs
relating to the roof replacement, it therefore
appeared possible to fund the roof
replacement entirely from these sources,
leaving the legacy available for other projects
and purposes.
This was a much more comfortable position
financially than we could have hoped for at
the start of the year and the PCC would like
to thank everyone who helped make a
success of our fundraising efforts. We would
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also like to acknowledge the contribution of all those who give quietly “in kind”, e.g. by providing
candles, communion wine, wafers, refreshments, kitchen supplies, cleaning supplies and other
incidentals.

Report of the Maintenance & Assets Working Group
Membership and Meetings.
The MAW Group operates effectively as a sub-committee of the PCC and draws on the expertise of nonPCC members. Its members are Geoff Pullin (Chair), Judy Jordan, Jim McBeth, Christine Richards, Peter
Wakeford, Frances Williams. There was only one formal meeting in the year, but routine issues were
regularly reviewed by Geoff and Peter
Roof Repair Project The roof remained our major focus. The shortfall in funds required was reported as
£27,950 at October’s meeting, but prospects for progress improved drastically with news of a legacy
soon afterwards. This had a double benefit. Though we had previously been unsuccessful in obtaining
support from the Government Heritage Stimulus Fund, the National Churches Trust (which manages the
fund) approached us in November and invited a further bid. On
the basis that we had not started our project and that it could be
80% completed by the end of March 2022, they then offered us a
(conditional) grant of £47,383. After some rapid work by our
architect William Assheton to nail down prices and completion
dates, given the safety net provided by the legacy, the PCC felt
able to rapidly approve project commencement. Early indications
are that we will meet the conditions of the grant and that most (if
not all) of our legacy will remain intact. Special thanks are due to
Geoff and William.
The Clock Face It was always intended that the refurbishment of
the clock face would go hand-in-hand with work on the roof to
make best use of the scaffolding needed and approval has been
given for this to proceed – albeit with a different contractor (Gillet
& Johnson) at a saving of £3,000.

Other Work
•

The roof alarm was serviced in February

•

The tower door was cleaned and oiled in September

•

The clock was serviced in November

Items Outstanding
•
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The pulpit remains in need of restoration
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•

Some service work is required on the organ. (This item has since been completed)

•

Remaining Church doors and notice board require refurbishment

Churchyard
Repairs were required to the newly constructed Church wall on the boundary with Highfield after a tree
was blown down. Plans for selective “wilding” are developing in the light of experience to date and are
still expected to yield considerable aesthetic and environmental benefits

Bell Ringing
The first time a bell was rung-up in 2021 was on Easter
Sunday when the team was able to recommence
where we left off on Christmas Day by ringing three
well-spaced bells with the door wide open and face
covers to meet COVID-19 coronavirus legislation.
From 26 May six ringers were allowed and finally from
21 July a total of 8 was allowed in the tower, but other
precautions remained in place. As noted elsewhere, a
new version of Covid became rampant in late
December causing the cancellation of Christmas Week
services and sadly our bells were silenced once more.
In summary, the bells were rung for 39 church
occasions in 2021 compared with 16 in 2020 . The
total includes 2 weddings and 2 funerals and tolling twice in April to mark the death and funeral of HRH
The Duke of Edinburgh. The average attendance was 4.8 with a total of 17 different ringers taking part at
least once during the year. One of these was our former ringer Ken Ramsbotham ringing with us while on
a summer stay from Devon.
There was one occasion when no ringers were available and nine occasions when there were not enough
ringers to ring all six bells from May when it was allowed.
At the 32 practices, average attendance was 6.7 from a total of 20 different ringers who rang once or
more.
The ringers could not hold their usual annual ringing outing, nor could they ring-out 2020 and ring-in
2021, a tradition not missed since ringing-in 1997, but re-instated for 2021-2 albeit with only five bells.
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DEANERY SYNOD REPORT FOR 2021
Within the Church of England, a Deanery Synod is a synod convened by the Rural Dean. It consists of all
clergy licensed to Benefices within the Deanery plus elected lay members. It acts as an intermediary
between the Parochial Church Councils of each Parish within its Deanery and the Synod of the Diocese as
a whole.
The current Rural Dean for the Daventry Deanery is Rev. Stephen Burrows. The Lay Chair is Elizabeth
Taylor and the Secretary is Sue Raven.

DEANERY SYNOD MEETINGS & SPEAKERS 2021
(NOTE: There were no meetings of the Daventry Deanery Synod in 2020 largely due to
the effects of the Covid pandemic).
16th Sept.
This was the only meeting held during 2021 and was addressed by the
Archdeacon of Northampton – The Right Revd. Richard Ormston. – who shared
his views that Deanery Synods need “a network of co-operation” and are a
“good place for considering items which need a wider audience than parish
level”.
At this meeting three Clergy (Stephen Burrow, Dawn Stokes & Malcolm Ingham) and three Lay members
(Mark Lane, Pat Milner & Robin Baker) were elected to the Diocesan Synod.
Susan Rose
Daventry Deanery Synod Rep
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